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Students and
Social Security
Benefits

Most full-time students are prevented from
claiming benefit s which are means- test ed such
as Income Support, Income based Job Seekers
allowance and Housing and Council Tax Benefits.
There are exceptions to this rule however for
some claimant s who are not required to be
available for work who are entitled to make a
claim for Income Support t hroughout the year.
These are;-

* Lone-Parents and Lone Foster Parents with a child
under 16-(With a child under 12 if you start your
course after Nov 08.)

* Disabled Students

* Students who have been incapable of work for 28
weeks or more (until Oct 08)

* Refugees learning English

* Student Partners

* Couples responsible for a child in the summer vacation
only.

* Deaf students who qualify for a disabled student’s
allowance for deafness.

*N.B. Employment and Support Allowance will replace

Income Support for disabled students from 27th October

2008.

*N.B. Pensioner Students are able to claim Pension

Credit-a means-tested benefit provided as an income

top-up in a similar way to Income Support.

Income Support

Income Support is a means tested benefit and therefore

student income is taken into account when assessing

entitlement. Student Support Income is treated as
income by the Department of Work and Pensions for

42/43 weeks of the year from the first benefit week in

September (or from the start of the course for first year

students) to the last benefit week in June. The Student

Loan and Adult Dependants Grant are counted as income

but subject to certain disregards — the Parental Learning
Allowance, Childcare Grant, Special Support Grant and
Higher Education Grant are disregarded in full. Some
University Bursaries are also disregarded. For first year
students student income is taken into account from the date
they register and for final year students it ends when they
finish the course.

Claimants should make sure that their student income has
been calculated correctly when they receive their benefit
assessment from the Benefits Agency as this could mean the
difference between receiving Income Support or not.
Students would be advised to get the calculation checked
with the Student Benefits Adviser. Students most likely to be
entitled to payment during term-time are those with mortgage
costs-(see below) and those with extra needs such as
disability.

Students who are already receiving benefits when they come
to college have a duty by law, to inform the Benefits office of
their change in circumstances and to submit details of any
new income (e.g. student funds) they are receiving so that
their benefit can be recalculated — students should submit a
copy of their student support assessment to the D.W.P. and
ask them to recalculate benefit. If the student support
funding is delayed and you have no other income the Social
Security office may allow you to continue to receive benefits
until the Student Loan comes through but this money may
have to be repaid at a later date. If your benefits stop
because the loan is being taken into account before you
receive it, you should ask for help from the access to learning
fund to assist you until the student support is paid.

MORTGAGE COSTS

Claimants normally have to serve a waiting period of nine
months before they can have their mortgage costs considered
(interest only) by the Department for Work and Pensions.
This applies to mortgages taken out after October 1995 —
those taken out before attract different, more complex rules
for the payment of interest but full mortgage interest (on
mortgages less than £100,000) can be paid after six months.

Students have the Housing Costs added to their Income
Support entitlement which is offset against any income
coming into the household — If there is any amount left
after this calculation, this will be paid in Income Support.
Sometimes if the Housing Costs can’t yet be considered
then there will be nil entitlement until the housing costs
can be added into the equation — in these circumstances
the D.W.P. can put the claim on hold until the waiting
period is served 6 - 9 months whichever is appropriate
and then review entitlement later. They very rarely do
this without a request from an adviser but it is important
to request the claim be put on hold whilst the waiting
period is served as the housing costs could then be paid
during the summer period when the student income is
not taken into account - (see below).

N.H.S. BENEFITS/ FREE SCHOOL MEALS

Receipt of Income Support acts as an important passport
to some other important benefits — free prescriptions,
dental treatment and sight tests plus free school meals.

- however if you are not entitled to income support or are
serving the waiting period for mortgage costs then you
may be able to get this help via receipt of Child Tax

Credit or on the grounds of low income- (see separate
leaflets for more details).

INCOME SUPPORT DURING THE SUMMER

Claimants who are eligible are far more likely to receive
Income Support payments over the summer period when
the student support payments are not treated as income.
For the 2008,/09 academic year this period is 29/6,/09 -
7/9/09. Student income is not counted for this period.

HOUSING BENEFIT

Receipt of Income Support entitles claimants to full
Housing Benefit payments subject to the usual eligible
rent restrictions — see separate Housing Benefit leaflet.



